Critiques and Commentaries of Concern Regarding
Growing Families International

Notes:

e Since Growing Families International is a religiously-based organization but also publishes secular material,
these critiques and commentaries reflect both religious and secular perspectives. Many well known Christian
leaders have voiced public concerns over GFI's teachings. These leaders are listed on page 10 of this
bibliography.

e  Under each section below, items are listed chronologically, from most current to least, with undated items listed
at the end of the section.

e Key articles and critiques of utmost interest to researchers are highlighted in bold print.

e Anindex of items available on the internet, many of which are also listed below, can be found at
http://www.ezzo.info. A current copy of this bibliography is available on the web at:
http://www.ezzo.info/bibliography.pdf

e A chronological timeline outlining GFI’s history and controversies is available on the web at:
http://www.ezzo.info/Timeline/timelinel.htm

Media

“Religion: A Year in Review—Comings and Goings—Dumped: Gary Ezzo,” World, January-February 2002, Vol.
16, No. 50, p. 50.
http://www.worldmag.com/world/issue/12-29-01/cover_4.asp

“Multnomah Ends Ezzo Partnership,” CBA Marketplace (Christian Booksellers Association e-mail
newsletter), September 18, 2001.
http://204.71.129.243/Industry  Watch/ezzomultnomah.jsp

“A Third Open Letter to Multnomah Publishing About Gary Ezzo and Growing Families International,” by Frank
York, former Editorial Director at GFI, July 15, 2001.
http://www.ezzo.info /Y ork/yorkletter3.htm

“A Second Open Letter to Multnomah Publishing About Gary Ezzo and Growing Families International,” by
Frank York, former Editorial Director at GFI, May 16, 2001.
http://www.ezzo.info /Y ork/yorkletter2.htm

“Our Review is Still In-Process,” by Don Jacobson, Christianity Today (online), March 23, 2001.
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2001/112/55.0.html

“Babywise Publisher Plans Contract Cancellation: Multnomah editor now considers Ezzo book ‘dangerous,’"
by Corrie Cutrer, Christianity Today (online), March 23, 2001.
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2001/112/54.0.html

“An Open Letter to Multnomah Publishing About Gary Ezzo and Growing Families International,” by Frank
York, former Editorial Director at GFI, January 4, 2001.
http://www.ezzo.info /Y ork/yorkletter1.htm

“Unprepared to Teach Parenting?” by Kathleen Terner, Christianity Today, November 13, 2000, pp. 70-72.
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2000/013/6.70.html

“Thoughts on Parenting Programs,” by John Rosemond, syndicated newspaper column, November 7, 2000.
http://www.rosemond.com
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“John MacArthur’s Church Issues Stern Rebuke of ‘Growing Kids God’s Way’ Teacher Gary Ezzo,” by Lori
Arnold, Southern California Christian Times, September 2000.

“Growing Controversy,” by Mark Stewart, The Washington Times, February §, 2000.
http://www.findarticles.com/cf 0/m1571/11_16/61361631/p1/article.jhtml?term=ezzo

“Babywise? Be Wary! Part Two: What Ezzo Doesn’t Know about Child Development May Hurt Your
Baby,” by Cindy Webb, Tulsa Kids, February 2000, pp. 18-21.
http://www.ezzo.info/ Aney/tulsakidspart2.pdf

“Babywise? Be Wary! Part One: Who is Gary Ezzo and Why do Baby and Child Care Professionals Find
his Advice so Disturbing?” by Cindy Webb, Tulsa Kids, January 2000, pp. 18-20.
http://www.ezzo.info/ Aney/tulsakidspart1.pdf

“What's the Fuss over Babywise and Preparation for Parenting?” by Tyler Horner, PhD, ForMinistry.com, online
magazine of the American Bible Society, 2000.
http://forministry.com/Article.asp?Record=3365

“‘Babywise’ Unwise?” by Rebecca Thatcher, Austin American-Statesman, November 8§, 1999.
http://archives.statesman.com/ Enter “ezzo” for archives search. Registration and fee required to view article.

“Dr. Brazelton answers,” Cincinnati Enquirer, November 5, 1999.
http://enquirer.com/editions/1999/11/05/loc_dr_brazelton_answers.html

“Babycare experts outraged by America’s prophets of smacking,” by Martin Bright, The Observer (London),
October 31, 1999.
http://www.newsunlimited.co.uk/Print/0,3858,3923223,00.html

“For Christ’s sake, put a stop to smacking,” by Richard Reeves, The Observer (London), October 31, 1999.
http://www.newsunlimited.co.uk/Print/0,3858,3923307,00.html

“The Parents Who Believe Inflicting Pain is God’s Will,” by Anna Wright, Daily Express (London), October 29,
1999, p. 11.

BBC2 (Great Britain), October 30, 1999. Television news report featuring Lucy Atherton.

Newsnight, BBC2 (Great Britain), October 29, 1999. Television news report transcript featuring Jeremy Paxman.
Text only http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/bbc.htm

Text with photos: http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/bbc.pdf

“Rights Groups Chide US Evangelists,” by Caroline Byrne, 4Associated Press, (London).

“Stop this Vile Cult,” editorial, Daily Express (London), October 29, 1999.

“Pro-spanking Christians hit the UK,” BBCOnline Network, October 28, 1999.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid 4890000/489395.stm

“High noon for nurturers,” by Shelley Emling, Salon, October 26, 1999.
http://www.salon.com/mwt/feature/1999/10/26/leach/print.html

“Parenting Experts Debate Spanking,” by Shelley Emling, Daily Oklahoman, October 24, 1999, p. 10-A.

“Toddler spanking protests,” by Chris Bunting, The Times Educational Supplement, October 22, 1999.
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http://www.tes.co.uk/tp/9000000/PRN/network/library/libraryarc.html, enter headline of article and search.
“Schools Inspector to Speak at Pro-Spanking Conference,” Daily Express (London), October 20, 1999.
“Should parents be stricter?” by Loraine Stern, MD, Woman’s Day, October 1999, p. 202.

“Child ‘experts’ accused over baby’s suffering,” by Linda Jackson, The Telegraph (London), September 26,
1999.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk. Click on ‘search,’ then enter “ezzo” for archives search. Free registration needed to
view article.

“Smack the Child, Praise the Lord!; A Californian Couple Believe Babies Should be Beaten into Obedience. Now
they are Bringing their Methods to Britain, and Childcare Expert Penelope Leach is Leading the Battle to Keep them
Away,” by Mary Braid, The Independent (London), September 24, 1999.

“US “child-beaters’ invited to speak by Christian group,” by Linda Jackson, The Telegraph (London), September 19,
1999.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk. Click on ‘search,’ then enter “ezzo” for archives search. Free registration needed to
view article.

“Ezzo Parenting,” by Jeri Carr, Suite 101.Com (internet article), July 23, 1999.
http://www.suite101.com/article.cfm/infants/23137

“Baby, life is rough, When do I eat?, Why doesn’t someone check my diaper?, Why am I dressed so funny?” by
Gregory Kallenberg, Austin American-Statesman, July 23, 1999, p. F1.

http://archives.statesman.com/ Enter “ezzo” for archives search. Registration and fee required to view article.
“Ex-pastor defends teachings,” by Philippa Keane, Sunday Star-Times (New Zealand), June 20, 1999.
“Babywise Warning,” The Christchurch Journal (Christchurch, New Zealand), June 15, 1999.

“US parenting tips prompt alert,” The New Zealand Herald, June 2, 1999.

“Experts Alarmed at US Babycare Book,” by Mary Jane Boland, Evening Post (Wellington, New Zealand), June 1,
1999.

“US Guru Upsets Family Groups,” by Miryana Alexander, Sunday Star-Times (New Zealand), May 31, 1999.
Dr. Laura, host Dr. Laura Schlessinger, national radio broadcast, June 11, 1999 in response to caller using GKGW.

Breakfast (New Zealand’s TV1), 7 am, Wednesday, June 2, 1999. Interview with Colleen Fakalogotoa, Plunket
Society, Denise Dignam, former Plunket nurse and PhD student, and Jeff Gage, GFI representative.

One Network News (New Zealand’s TV 1), 6 p.m., Tuesday, June 1, 1999, includes a statement of concern from Dr.
Russell Wills, national pediatrician of the Royal New Zealand Plunket Society.

Discussion by Kathleen Terner, Elliot Miller, and guest host, Issues, Etc. radio broadcast (Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod), April 19, 1999. http://www.issuesetc.org or (800) 737-0172

“A Parent Conflict: ‘Bible-Based’ Parenting Program has Many Converts, Critics,” by Cecelia Goodnow, Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, April 13, 1999.
http://library.northernlight.com/BM19990415010054153.html?cb=0&dx=1004&sc=0#doc, fee charged for
download
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“Babies in Danger?” by Jenny Deam, Ladies’ Home Journal, April 1999, pp. 102, 104, 106, 189.
http://www.findarticles.com/cf 0/m1127/4 116/54256596/p1/article.html

“Discussion by Kathleen Terner, Elliot Miller, and Hank Hanegraaff, Bible Answer Man radio broadcast,
March 25-26, 1999.
http://www.equip.org

“The Gospel According to the Ezzos,” by Jennifer Coburn, San Diego [CA] Union Tribune, March 5, 1999.

“Have Decades of ‘Overindulgence’ Created Spoiled Rotten Children?: Controversial Book Promises
Answers,” by Anne Belden, Bay Area Parent, March 1999.
http://www.ezzo.info/Aney/bayareaparent.pdf

“On Becoming Babywise: A Flawed Parenting Philosophy?” BabyCenter (internet article), 1999.
http://www.babycenter.com/refcap/9108.html

“A Tough Plan for Raising Children Draws Fire,” by Hanna Rosin, The Washington Post, February 27, 1999.

“The Disciples of Discipline,” by Susan Bolotin, 7he New York Times Magazine, February 14, 1999. This article is
primarily about author/speaker John Rosemond but mentions the Ezzos in a sidebar.

“Raising Children ‘God’s Way’? Oh, Baby!” by Brian Donnelly, MD, Catholic Parent, January-February 1999,
p. 43.
http://www.ezzo.info/Aney/catholicparent.pdf

“Warning: Babywise isn’t!” by Annie Chickering, Northwest Baby and Child, January 1999.
http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/chickering.htm

“Who is Gary Ezzo and why are people talking about his book, “On Becoming Babywise”?”” BabyCenter (internet
article), 1999.
http://www.babycenter.com/about.html#editorial

“On Becoming Babywise: Big Sales, Bigger Controversy,” BabyCenter (internet article), 1999.
http://www.babycenter.com/refcap/9108.html

KABC Channel 7 (Los Angeles) television news report by reporter Adrienne Alpert, November 20, 1998.

“A Matter of Bias? Examining the Response of Growing Families International to Criticism,” by Kathleen
Terner and Elliot Miller, Christian Research Journal, October-December 1998, pp. 32-42.
http://www.equip.org/free/DG-234.htm

Discussion by Kathleen Terner, Elliot Miller, and Hank Hanegraaff, Bible Answer Man radio broadcast,
October 8-9, 1998.

http://www.equip.org

“Smack Addicts,” by Philip Hodson, The Independent (London), Features section, September 25, 1998, p. 8.

03/15/02 4/13



Critiques and Commentaries of Concern Relevant to
Growing Families International

“Getting wise to ‘Babywise’,” by Katie Allison Granju, Salon (internet article), August 6, 1998. Cites Susan
Baker, MD, chair of the American Academy of Pediatrics’ Committee on Nutrition; Dr. Richard Ferber, director,
Center for Pediatric Sleep Disorders at Boston Children’s Hospital and author of Solve Your Child’s Sleep Problems,
T. Berry Brazelton, MD, author of Touchpoints; Kathleen Huggins, RN, MS, author of The Nursing Mother’s
Companion and The Nursing Mother’s Guide to Weaning; and others.
http://www.salonmagazine.com/MWT/feature/1998/08/cov_06feature.html

“Baby-care book could be dangerous,” by Dr. Barry and Dr. Pamela Meyer Zuckerman, Child, August 1998.
http://www.ezzo.info/Aney/childmagazine.pdf

“Raising Babies by the Book: ‘Babywise,” A Popular Prescription for Helping Babies Sleep Through the Night, is
Sparking Debate,” by Suzanne Perez Tobias, The Wichita Eagle, Wichita, Kansas, July 9, 1998, pg. 1b.
http://newslibrary.infi.net/wichita—search by date; fee charged for download

“Where to Turn? Now that Dr. Spock is Gone, Who is Writing the Book on Baby Care?,” Chicago Tribune, June 7,
1998, Womannews section, p. 8. This article is primarily about a variety of authors, including the Ezzos.

“More than a Parenting Ministry: The Cultic Characteristics of Growing Families International,” by
Kathleen Terner and Elliot Miller, Christian Research Journal, April-June 1998, pp. 11-19, 27, 43-45.
http://www.equip.org/free/DG-233.htm

“Do the Ezzos know best?”” by Mike Aquilina, Our Sunday Visitor, Volume 86, Number 49, April 5, 1998, pp. 6-8.

“This Book Says You Should Beat Your Children, Not Cuddle Them. It has Become an American Best-seller,” by
James Langton, The Independent (London), February 22, 1998.

“Striking Behavior — The Ezzos Sell Parents Some Tough Advice: Don’t Spare the Rod,” by Barbara Carton,
The Wall Street Journal, February 17, 1998.

“Growing Criticism — Groups back away from Preparation for Parenting,” by Randy Frame, Christianity
Today, February 9, 1998.

http://www.christianity.net/ct/8T2/8T2096.html

“Be Wise about Babywise,” by Eric Patterson, Mothering, January-February 1998, p. 64.

“Let *em cry technique criticized by doctors,” by Claire Martin, Denver Post, September 14, 1997.

“Ezzo-fied,” by Katie Allison Granju, Minnesota Parent, September 1997.
http://216.167.14.128/advocacy/ezzo_fied.html

“Feeding Your Baby: Tight Schedule vs. On-Demand,” by Diane D. Urbani, Santa Maria Times, August 5, 1997.

“What’s Wrong with Growing Kids God’s Way?” by Pastor Ken McDuff, Group, July-August 1997.
http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/groupmag.htm

“Babies aren’t for breaking,” by Melissa Dribben, The Inquirer (Philadelphia), June 23, 1997.
“Time to Eat?” by Bob LaMendola, Fort Lauderdale [Florida] Sun-Sentinel, June 2, 1997.

“Raising Your Family: Contradictory Ideas,” by Sheila Kippley, Natural Parenting Column, CCL [Couple to Couple
League] Family Foundations newsletter, May-June 1997.
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“In God’s Hands,” by Kelly Griffith, Bradenton [Florida] Herald, April 26, 1997.
http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/archives/ Fee required.

Sidebar comparing GFI’s advice to AAP’s:http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/ezzo_aap_table.htm
Sidebar interview with Gary Ezzo: http://www.ezzo.info/Aney/ezzoqandabradentonherald.pdf

“Wise advice for babies?” by Eric Patterson, Boulder [Colorado] Weekly, March 20-26, 1997.
http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/boulder.html

ABC World News Tonight report on GFI with Peter Jennings and Peggy Wehmeyer, July 11, 1996.

“The Ezzos Know Best: Controversial Parenting Curriculum is Sweeping the Church,” by Roy Maynard, World,
May 25/June 1, 1996.
http://www.worldmag.com/world/issue/05-25-96/national 4.asp

“The Brave New Baby,” by Thomas Giles, Christianity Today, August 16, 1993.
http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/brave.htm

Sidebar: “Are Ezzos Culturally Insensitive?”” by Thomas Giles, Christianity Today, August 16, 1993.
http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/insensitive.htm

Medical

The Nursing Mother’s Problem Solver, by Nancy Funnemark Krebs, MD, Simon & Schuster, New York, 2000,
pp. 110-112, 250-252.

“Putting Research into Practice,” by Robert Mendelson, MD, FAAP, Pediatric Basics, Fall 1999, p. 10.

"What to Make of Babywise? Helping Parents to Evaluate the Premises & Promises of a New Book," by
Patty Donohue-Carey, BS, LCCE, CLE, Childbirth Instructor Magazine, November/December 1999, pp 22-27.

“Statement on the Ezzos,” National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children (Great Britain’s largest child
protection agency), October 22, 1999.

“Five Times-a-Day Child Spankers Branded as ‘Barbaric,”” by Health Visitors and Parenting Education and Support
Forum, Community Practitioners’ and Health Visitors’ Association News Release (London), October 19, 1999.

“Intrigued by the claims of ‘Babywise?’ Piqued by ‘Preparation for Parenting?’” brochure, September, 1999.
http://www.ezzo.info/trifoldbrochure.pdf

Book review of On Becoming Babywise, by Megan Heatherington, EPOCH New Zealand Newsletter, April 5, 1999.

Breastfeeding and Human Lactation, by Janice M. Riordan, EdD, RN, IBCLC, FAAN, and Kathleen G.
Auerbach, PhD, IBCLC, Jones & Bartlett, Boston, 1999, p. 347, “Slow Weight Gain and Failure to Thrive”
chapter. Auerbach also cited in “Getting wise to ‘Babywise’,” by Katie Allison Granju, under “Media,” above.

Book review of On Becoming Babywise, by Linda Smith, BWE, IBCLC, Journal of Human Lactation, Volume 14,
Number 4, December 1998, p. 346.

American Academy of Pediatrics Resolution passed September 11-13, 98: “Resolved, that the Academy
continually evaluate infant management programs such as Preparation for Parenting and On Becoming
BABYWISE and regularly report its findings.”
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“Scheduled Feedings...is This ‘God’s Order’?” by Kathleen G. Auerbach, PhD, IBCLC, The Journal of Perinatal
FEducation, Volume 7, Number 3, 1998.

“AAP Addresses Scheduled Feedings vs. Demand Feedings,” American Academy of Pediatrics Media Alert,
April 20, 1998.
http://www.ezzo.info/Aney/aapmediaalert.pdf

“‘Babywise’ advice linked to dehydration, failure to thrive,” by Matthew Aney, MD, A4AP News, Volume 14,
No. 4, April 1998, p. 21. http://www.ezzo.info/ Aney/aneyaap.htm

American Academy of Pediatrics Resolution # 22T (98)—Investigating the Ezzo Program and the FTT
Infants Associated with It, endorsed [and proposed to the American Academy of Pediatrics] by District IV on
February 8, 1998: “RESOLVED that the American Academy of Pediatrics investigate the infant management
program outlined in Preparation for Parenting and On Becoming BABYWISE and determine the extent of its
potentially harmful effects on infant health, and RESOLVED that the American Academy of Pediatrics alert its
members, other organizations, and parents of its findings and inform healthcare providers how to discern when the
program is in use and how to facilitate patient care while on the program.”

Letter of concern to Christian leaders by the Santa Clara Breastfeeding Task Force, affiliated with the Santa Clara
County Public Health Department, January 23, 1998.
Santa Clara Valley Breastfeeding Task Force, P. O. Box 53776, San Jose, CA 95153, (408) 629-6455

“Breastfeeding and the Use of Human Milk,” (RE9729) by the American Academy of Pediatrics, December
1997. Does not address GFI but includes the recommendation, “Newborns should be nursed whenever they show

signs of hunger, such as increased alertness or activity, mouthing, or rooting. Crying is a late indicator of hunger.

Newborns should be nursed approximately 8 to 12 times every 24 hours until satiety, usually 10 to 15 minutes on

each breast.”

http://www.aap.org/policy/re9729.html

“Letter of Concern to the American Academy of pediatrics regarding Preparation for Parenting and On
Becoming BABYWISE,” by Kathleen Terner, MBA, February 10, 1997. Signed by over 100 health care
professionals across the country.

Review of Preparation for Parenting by the Division of Pediatrics, Forsyth Memorial Hospital, Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, January 22, 1997. http://www.ezzo.info/Aney/forsythhospital.pdf

Letter rejecting GFI’s claims about postpartum depression by Ann L. Dunnewold, PhD, February 24, 1996. Dr.
Dunnewold has published several articles on postpartum depression and was (at time of this letter) president-elect of
Postpartum Support International.

Book review of On Becoming Babywise by Nancy Williams, MA, MFCC, IBCLC, Journal of Human Lactation,
Volume 10, Number 1, 1994, p. 56.

“Examining the Evidence for Cue feeding of Breastfed Infants,” by Lisa Marasco, BA, IBCLC and Jan
Barger, MA, RN, IBCLC.
http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/evidence.html

“Comments regarding Gary and Anne Marie Ezzo’s Preparation for Parenting (Fifth Edition) and Comparisons with
Jan Riordan and Kathleen Auerbach’s Breastfeeding and Human Lactation,” by Cindy Sparks, MS, RD, IBCLC,
1998.
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Theological

“An Evaluation of the Ezzo Parenting Programs: GKGW & PFP,” by Dr. Kent McClain, updated April 7,
2001. Kent1750@CS.com.
http://ourworld.cs.com/kent1750/GKGW/complete.htm?f=fs

“The Faulty Theology of the Ezzos,” by Mary P. Walker, The Compleat Mother’s Magazine, April 1999.
http://www.compleatmother.com/ezzo theology.htm

“Neo-Evangelizing the Catholic Family with an Alien Gospel,” by Thomas P. Mezzetti, Jr., MD and Jacintha
C. Mezzetti, October 1998.
http://members.aol.com/ncp2000/front.html

“Responses to Readers,” by Helen Aardsma, The Mother’s Companion, May-June 1998, pp. 10-13.
Ordering information: The Mother’s Companion, 412 N. Mulberry Ln, Loda, IL 60498-9651 or
http://www.motherscompanion.org

“Woman to Woman,” by Helen Aardsma, The Mother’s Companion, March-April 1998, pp. 1-10. Ordering
information: The Mother’s Companion, 412 N. Mulberry Ln, Loda, IL 60498-9651 or
http://www.motherscompanion.org

http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/womantowoman.html

“Growing Families International: A Theological Critique,” by John Kippley, CCL [Couple to Couple
League] Family Foundations newsletter, 1998.
http://www.ccli.org/foundations-ezzo.html

“Review of Growing Kids God’s Way,” by John Pruitt, elder at Grace Community Church, Tempe, Arizona.

“Preparation for Behavioral Pediatrics?” by Rebecca Prewett.
http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/critique.pdf

“Some Concerns About the Ezzo Method of Parenting,” by Rebecca Prewett.
http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/concerns.html

“A God at Odds in the Ezzos’ Theology,” by Rev. Dr. Gary W. Deddo.

Letter to the Editor of World magazine (unpublished) by Rev. Dr. Georgiana G. Rodiger. Dr. Rodiger is a graduate
of Fuller Seminary with an MA in theology, has a PhD in psychology, and is an ordained pastor.

“A Review and Commentary of Preparation for Parenting, an infant management program developed by Gary and
Anne Marie Ezzo,” by Heidi Bingham.
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Ridge/1989/gfi/warning.html

See also “A Response to Preparation for Parenting, Preparation for the Toddler Years, and Growing Kids God'’s
Way,” by Marjorie R. Nelsen, and “Religious Parenting Programs: Their Relationship to Child Abuse Prevention,”
under “Child Development/Psychology,” below.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT/PSYCHOLOGY

“An Introduction to GFI: The Need for Inquiry,” by Barbara Francis, PhD. Dr. Francis also spoke on GFI at the
American Association of Christian Counselors’ World Conference in November 1997, and September, 1998.
http://www.ezzo.info/Francis/
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“Growing Families International: An Extreme Response to Attachment Parenting,” by Barbara Francis, PhD,
MFCC, Christian Association for Psychological Studies West Newsletter, Vol. 25, No. 3, August, 1998, pp. 2, 7.

The Power of Mother Love, by Brenda Hunter, PhD, Waterbrook Press, 1998, chapter on attachment.
“Attachment Theory and The Ezzo Approach,” by Jennifer Huff, July 1997.

“A Response to Preparation for Parenting, Preparation for the Toddler Years, and Growing Kids God’s Way,” by
Marjorie R. Nelsen, June 16, 1997.

“Religious Parenting Programs: Their Relationship to Child Abuse Prevention,” presented by the Child
Abuse Prevention Council of Orange County Parenting Program Review Committee, May 14, 1996.
http://www.geocities.com/thetruthaboutgfi/

“Civilization and its Discontented Babies: How Growing Families International, ‘Babywise’ and the Ezzos May Be
Making Psychological History,” by Laura Bassi Zaff, PhD.
http://breastpumps-etc.com/ezzo3.html

"Babywise: Is it really best for baby?" Q&A answered by Gayle Peterson, PhD, MSSW, (internet article), Family
Dynamics, ParentsPlace.com.http://www.parentsplace.com/family/famdynamics/qa/0,3105,12052,00.htm

Historical
“Infant Feeding in Ancient Israel: A Commentary on the Ezzos,” by Katherine Dettwyler, PhD.

See also “Civilization and its Discontented Babies” by Laura Bassi Zaff, PhD, listed under “Child
Development/Psychology,” above.

Sex Education

“Reflections of Moral Innocence, Review,” by Edward E. Coates, EAD, February 1998.
http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/coates_romi.htm

See also “An Introduction to GFI: The Need for Inquiry,” by Barbara Francis, PhD. and “Religious Parenting
Programs: Their Relationship to Child Abuse Prevention,” listed under “Child Development/Psychology,” above.

General

Stated Concerns and Recommendations to GFI with Regard to BW and PFP (letter to Anne Marie Ezzo), by
Laurie Moody, former GFI Contact Mom, Dec 15, 2000.
http://www.angelfire.com/md2/moodyfamily/gfi.html

“Have You Decided to Use Materials from GFI?” by Laurie Moody, former GFI Contact Mom, May 17,
2000.

http://www.angelfire.com/md2/moodyfamily/gfi.html

Ms. Moody lists specific case studies of infants with problems at:
http://www.angelfire.com/md2/moodyfamily/casestudies.html
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“Response to Growing Families International,” by Joel and Kathryn Kuhlmann, December 31, 1998.
http://www.ezzo.info/Kuhlmann/

“Response to Growing Families International,” by Kathy Nesper, President, Apple Tree Family Ministries,
December 31, 1998. http://www.ezzo.info/Kuhlmann/nesper.htm

“A Response from Roy Maynard: Roy Maynard responds to accusations from Gary Ezzo,” July 13, 1996.
http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/maynard.html

“Where Did Eric and Julie Abel Go?” by Eric and Julie Abel. The Abels held leadership positions within GFI but
resigned over concerns regarding accountability and integrity.

http://home.earthlink.net/~ericabel. GF1.htm

E-mail address: ERICABEL@aol.com

Also cited in Terner and Miller, April-June 1998 and October-December 1998, listed above.

Letter of concern to her church by Lois L. Huneycutt, PhD. Discusses medical, child development, theological, and
cultural concerns with the materials, as well as the division that results.

Letter of concern to their church by Steven Rein, PhD and Kateri Allison Rein. Discusses a variety of concerns.
Dr. Rein manages a website with information on GFI.
http://www.ezzo.info/Rein/letter.htm

“GROWING KIDS: Is it God’s Way?” By Lisa Marasco, BA, MA, IBCLC.
http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/lisa.pdf

“Parenting of Infants: Some Controversies.”
http://www.ezzo.info/Articles/parent.htm

Publicly Stated Concerns by Christian Leaders

Steve Arterburn, founder of New Life Ministries: response to questions on New Life radio show.

Rich Buhler, radio pastor and counselor: commentary on radio broadcast.

CareNet, umbrella organization for crisis pregnancy centers: letter to affiliated centers, December 1996.

Dr. Randy Carlson, President, Family Life Communications: response to questions on Parent Talk radio show,
January 2002.
http://www.flc.org/

Barbara Curtis, author: “Whose Way, After All?—An Open Letter to Those in the Church Whose Purpose is to
Serve the Family,” June 16, 1996. Curtis is a mother of eleven, author of Small Beginnings and Ready, Set, Read!,
and has written for more than 35 magazines, including Guideposts, Journey, Christian Parenting Today, Moody
Monthly, and Parent Life. She conducts frequent workshops for mothers of toddlers.
http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/curtis.html

Dr. James Dobson, President, Focus on the Family, Radio Broadcast August 25, 1999: response to on-air question.
http://www.ezzo.info/Focus/dobsontranscript.htm

Kathy Eshleman, wife of the director of the Jesus Film Project of Campus Crusade for Christ: letter of concern, July
18, 1997. Also cited in Terner and Miller, April-June 1998 and October-December 1998, listed above.
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Focus on the Family: letter of concern regarding GFI, original letter 1993 with revisions at varying intervals,
current revision released August 20, 1999. Although the wording of Focus on the Family’s letter has varied, the
organization has consistently stated that it does not recommend GFI’s materials to its constituents. See also Terner
and Miller, October-December 1998, listed above.

Grace Community Church: “A Statement Regarding Gary Ezzo and Growing Families International by the
board of elders of Grace Community Church.” Gary Ezzo developed his materials while a staff member at Grace.
The church has publicly disavowed all association with GFI. Original statement issued October 16, 1997:
http://boards.parentsplace.com/messages/get/ppezzo8/21/2/1/1.html?outline=-1

Revised version: http://www.fix.net/~rprewett/grace-ezzo-final.html

Rev. Doug Haag, pastor of family ministries, Evangelical Free Church, Fullerton (California): theological review in
“Religious Parenting Programs: Their relationship to Child Abuse Prevention,” presented by the Child Abuse
Prevention Council of Orange County Parenting Program Review Committee (listed under “child Development/
Psychology,” above).

Hank Hanegraaff, president, Christian Research Institute: commentaries on radio broadcast of The Bible
Answer Man, July 28, 1998, October 6, 1998, October 8-9, 1998, October 26, 1998, October 27, 1998, March 25-
26, 1999.

Cynthia Henseler, Minister to the Family, at the 15,000-worshipper Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, California,
pastored by Rick Warren.

Phil Johnson, elder, Grace Community Church and executive director, Grace to You radio broadcast:
“Questions about Growing Families International, Grace Church, and Gary Ezzo,” December 11, 1997. (A follow-up
to the October 16, 1997 Grace Community Church Elders’ Statement.) Also, a written response to questions about
Grace Community Church’s Statement dated December 11, 1997 is available at:
http://boards.parentsplace.com/messages/get/ppezzo8/21/2/1/1/4.html

Dr. Grace Ketterman, psychiatrist and author: cited in Terner and Miller, April-June 1998, listed above.
Dr. Kevin Leman, author: written statement to inquirers.

Living Hope Evangelical Fellowship: Elder’s Statement Regarding Gary Ezzo’s Church Discipline, Granada
Hills, California. Public statement about character issues and the Ezzos’ excommunication from Living Hope
Evangelical Fellowship, November 1, 2000. This is an expansion of the original statement dated April 30, 2000.
http://www.ezzo.info/LHEF/lhef nov_2000.htm

Dr. John MacArthur, pastor-teacher, Grace Community Church: Public Statement about character issues and the
Ezzos’ excommunication from Living Hope Evangelical Fellowship, July 25, 2000.
http://www.ezzo.info/GCC/macarthur.htm

Dr. John MacArthur, pastor-teacher, Grace Community Church: letter published in Christian Research Journal,
July-September 1998, p. 46.

Kevin A. Miller, editorial director, Christian Parenting Today magazine, November 2, 1998: cited in Terner and
Miller, October-December 1998.

Kathy Nesper, president, Apple Tree Family Ministries: cited in Patterson; Frame; and Terner and Miller, October-
December 1998, listed above. See also “Response to Growing Families International,” December 31, 1998 under
“General,” above.
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Dr. Clifford Penner, psychologist and author: cited in Giles, listed above.

Father Val. J. Peter, Executive Director, Boys Town, Nebraska: letter to Our Sunday Visitor, April 1998.

Rev. Chuck Smith: commentary on radio broadcast of To Every Man an Answer, January 9, 1998, September 21,
1998.

Dr. Tedd Tripp, author of Shepherding Your Child’s Heart: internet commentary at
http://www.ezzo.info/Misc/tripp.htm

Rev. Marvin Warman, Mdiv, MFCC and Joyce Warman, Warm an’ Loving Ministries: letter of concern, October

28, 1997. Rev. and Mrs. Warman teach pre-marital courses at Lake Avenue Congregational Church and lead
marriage seminars throughout the United States.

Indirect Critiques

These do not name Growing Families International, but they refer directly to concepts embodied in GFI’s teachings.

Children of the Self Absorbed: A Grownup's Guide to Getting Over Narcissistic Parents, by Nina W. Brown, EdD,
LPC, New Harbinger Publishers, 2001.

“Bonding and Discipline,” by Jeanne Marie Laskas, Washington Post Magazine, May 28, 2000, p. W31.
“Unto the Least of These—Godly Parenting of Your Baby—Myths and Reality,” by Rebecca Lewis.
William Carey Library, 2000. Ordering information: (626) 798-3827. Also available at
http://www.ezzo.info/Lewis

“Left to Cry,” by Missy Gregory, Above Rubies, August 1999, No. 51, pp. 8-9. Ordering information: P. O. Box
681687, Franklin, TN 37068-1687, (931) 729-9861.

http://gregivins.brinkster.net/article.html

“Train up a Child in the Way He Should Go, “ by William Sears, MD, Mothering, March-April 1999, pp. 68-76.
http://www.mothering.com/ Click on Articles, then Special Articles from Issue 93, March 1999.

“A Good Night’s Sleep,” by Barbara Curtis, Christian Parenting Today, January-February 1999, p. 48.

Kids in Danger, by Ross Campbell, MD (with Carole Sanderson Streeter), Chariot Victor Publishing, 1999, Chapter
7, pp. 155-161.

Raising Great Kids: Parenting with Grace and Truth, by Drs. Henry Cloud and John Townsend in cooperation
with Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS), Zondervan, 1999, e.g., pp. 55-56, 69, 71, 81, 99, 123, 124.

Successful Christian Parenting, by Dr. John MacArthur, Word, 1999.

Becoming the Parent God Wants You to Be, by Dr. Kevin Leman, Navpress, 1998, e.g., p. 11.

The Complete Book of Christian Parenting and Child Care, by William Sears, MD and Martha Sears, RN,
Broadman & Holman, 1997, pp. 1-18.

Help! ’m a Parent, by Dr. Bruce Narramore, “A Word of Caution,” Zondervan, 1995, pp. 55-57.
Boundaries, by Drs. Henry Cloud and John Townsend, Zondervan, 1992, pp. 185-186.

Recovering from Churches that Abuse, by Ronald Enroth, PhD. Zondervan Publishing House, 1994.
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By Hook or By Crook: How Cults Lure Christians, by Harold Bussell, McCracken Press, 1993.
Churches that Abuse, by Ronald Enroth, PhD. Zondervan Publishing House, 1992.

The Subtle Power of Spiritual Abuse, by David Johnson and Jeff VanVonderen. Minneapolis: Bethany House
Publishers, 1991.
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