25 July 2000

This statenent is a response to an unusually |arge nunmber of
i nquiries that have cone to ny office over the past two nonths:

Two years ago the elders of Grace Community Church issued a public
statement about Growing Famlies International (GFlI) and Gary
Ezzo. In addition to several concerns about the extrabiblica
content of GFI materials and divisive tendencies in the G-
program our elders also initially voiced sone rather significant
concerns about M. Ezzo's personal character

Specifically, we reported that he had shown a pattern of resisting
accountability, and that he was not always truthful. (W had
become aware of several instances in which M. Ezzo tw sted the
truth, ranging froma false claimthat he held a degree he had
never really earned, to the spreading of false reports about our
church in a manner that appeared to be deliberately divisive.)

M. Ezzo subsequently nmet with one of our elders and expressed a
desire to rectify our major concerns about his character. He
assured us that he was maki ng hinself accountable to a group of
men he trusted--the pastor and el ders of Living Hope Evangelica
Fel |l owshi p (LHEF).

In the interest of seeking peace, the elders of our church issued
a revised and abbrevi ated version of their public statenent. In
that revised statement, the concerns we had raised about M.
Ezzo's integrity and accountability were no | onger expressly
mentioned, pending further action on M. Ezzo's part to mitigate
or allay those concerns. After the revised statenment was issued,
however, M. Ezzo nmade no further attenpt to address the | arger
concerns we had rai sed about his personal character

Recent events have greatly troubled us and rem nded us of the
difficult and often painful duty that is ours as overseers who
nmust warn the flock about divisive influences (cf. Acts 20:28-32).
A few weeks ago we | earned that M. Ezzo has been excomuni cat ed
from LHEF.

Only the barest details about what led to LHEF' s discipline

agai nst M. Ezzo have been nmade known. Unfortunately, LHEF's

| eadershi p have chosen to conceal key facts about the case. W
have nonet hel ess been able to verify that LHEF' s discipline of M.
Ezzo invol ves the very same issues we raised in our initial public
statement: Gary Ezzo's lack of truthfulness and his refusal to be
hel d accountable. It is not w thout significance that the nmen who
have excommuni cated him are the sane nen to whom he clainmed to be
meki ng hi nsel f account abl e.

This has clearly beconme a pattern of behavior with M. Ezzo. LHEF
is at least the third church M. Ezzo has left with questions
pendi ng about his character

In Iight of the wide scope of his mnistry's influence, | believe
it is the duty of LHEF' s | eaders to nake known at |east the basic
facts about M. Ezzo's refusal to heed their discipline (Matthew



18:17; 1 Tinothy 5:20)

In the nmeantinme, regretfully, | amconvinced that it is also now
our duty to state plainly that the concerns we initially raised
about M. Ezzo's character were never satisfactorily addressed by
him It appears rather obvious on biblical grounds that M. Ezzo's
refusal to heed his own church's discipline disqualifies himfrom
Christian | eadership or public mnistry in any context. After all
the first and nost inportant qualification for those who woul d

| ead the church is that they be above reproach (1 Timothy 3:2, 10;
Titus 1:6).

I am deeply saddened to have to make such a statenent, but because
M. Ezzo was once an elder in our church, | believe we have a
particular duty to sound a clear warning to the church at |arge
about an influence that continues to be divisive.
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